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speedy recompense; and they all strove which should come up the nearest
to Bernardin in cheerfulness, humility, and assiduity in performing the
most abject offices and in exerting themselves in the service of the sick.
The saint was intrusted in a manner with the whole care of the hospital
which, in the space of four months, he put into excellent order. It is
hardly credible how many lives he saved, or with what charity and pains
he night and day attended the patients and furnished them with every
comfort and succour which it was in his power to afford them. God
preserved him from the contagion during these four months, at the end
of which the pestilence ceased. He then returned home, but sick of a
fever which he had contracted by his fatigues, which obliged him to keep
his bed four months; during which time he edified the city no less by
his resignation and patience than he had done by his charity. He was
scarce well recovered when he returned to the like works of charity, and
with incredible patience attended a dying aunt for fourteen months, named
Bartholomaea, a woman of great piety who was blind and bed-ridden.
When God had called her to himself Bernardin retired to a house at some
distance from the city, making the walls of his garden the bounds of his
enclosure. Here in solitude, fasting, and prayer he endeavoured to learn
the will of God in the choice of a state of life. After some time he took
the habit of the Order of St Francis among the fathers of the Strict
Observance at Colombiere, a solitary convent a few miles from Sienna;
and after the year of his novitiate made his profession on the 8th of
September 1404. Having been born on the feast of the Nativity of the
Blessed Virgin, out of devotion to her he chose the same day for the
principal actions of his life; on it he took the religious habit, made his
vows, said his first mass, and preached his first sermon. His fervour
increased daily; and whilst some sought interpretations to mollify the
severity of the rule, he was always studying to add to it greater austerities
and heroic practices of virtue, the more perfectly to crucify in himself
the old man. He was pleased with insults and humiliations and what-
ever could be agreeable to the most ardent spirit of humility and self-
denial. When he went through the streets in a threadbare short habit
the boys sometimes cast stones at him, with injurious language; in which
contempt the saint found a singular joy and satisfaction. He showed
the same sentiments when a near kinsman with bitter invectives reproached
him as disgracing his friends by the mean and contemptible manner of
life he had embraced. These and all other virtues he learned in the living
book of Christ crucified, which he studied night and day often prostrate
before a crucifix, from which he seemed one day to hear our Lord speak
thus unto him: " My son, behold me hanging upon a cross1, if thou
lovest me, or art desirous to imitate me, be thou also fastened naked to
thy cross and follow me; thus thou wilt assuredly find me." In the same